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It is with mixed feelings that we would like to 

announce a staffing change within our PWNL team.  

Our beloved program assistant Anna Beers will be 

leaving our team to move into the role of Executive 

Assistant here at Barker.  This is a well earned 

promotion for Anna, and while we are sad to see her 

go, we are excited that she will still be with our 

agency.  PWNL families can expect to see Anna 

periodically, as she will continue to work with us on 

childcare for our support groups. 

 

We are excited to welcome Namatie Mansaray as our 

new Program Assistant! She comes to us with a strong 

background in nonprofit and international 

development work. She graduated from Bowie State 

University with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Political Science and 

from Drexel University with a 

Master’s Degree in Public Policy. 

She is excited to work with our 

families and make a difference in 

the lives of waiting children.  You 

can reach Namatie via e-mail at: 

nmansaray@barkerfoundation.org 

Being Vulnerable  
As a Parent 

By: Tina Feigal 
 

To me there’s nothing more beautiful nor more 
uncertain than raising a child. Without guarantees 
of any kind, we rush headlong into the most 
compelling, uncertain, vulnerable experience of 
love, usually without a map or compass. And then 
the children we love so intensely defy us.  They 
develop their own will, they want what they want, 
and we feel utterly broad-sided after pouring so 
much of our hearts into their being. Where’s the 
gratitude?  Can’t they tell how much we’ve cared? 

Frankly, they can’t. Because they’re 
children.  And it’s completely understandable that 
parents start to want control, in order to protect 
themselves from the strong will of their child and 
the rejection of having your beloved, cherished 
offspring turn on you.  

It’s normal.  Almost every parent experiences it, 
especially those with strong-willed children.  So 
where’s the redemption here? 
In vulnerability?  Well, yes. 

Children who attempt to run the show are often 
bright.  They may be intellectually bright, 
interpersonally gifted, intrapersonally astute, 
highly creative and sensitive, or all of the above. 
And some average-ability children also attempt to 
run the show, depending on their own 
experiences as babies and toddlers.  Whatever 
the reason, we feel the last thing we should do is 
become vulnerable with them.  But really, it’s 
important to do this. 

How does it look to be vulnerable to your child? It 
means stepping off the “perfect, all-knowing 
adult” platform and getting down to your heart 
with your child.  When you do this, he starts to 
realize that you’re human, too, and a switch 
flips.  He has less to resist when you become less 
rigid.  Now the grace and light-heartedness for 
which most parents yearn can begin seeping into 
your relationship. Herein lies the benefit of 
“leaning in.” 

To read Tina’s full article, please visit:  
http://parentingmojo.com/vulnerable-parent/ 
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A big thank you to all our families who came out to 
support Barker’s partnership with CRAVE in the 
month of April.  Our Friends and Family Night was a 
success thanks to all of our supporters. 

Barker staff had a great time greeting our families 
and handing out balloons and t-shirts!  The kids all 
got to do fun activities on the special “Barker 
placemat” which featured the artwork of some of our 
Barker kids.  It was a great evening. 

Top Left:  Zayna enjoys 

the special “Barker” 

placemats provided at 

the event. 

Top Right & Left:  Barker 

Staff & Family 

supporters having fun 

with  our Barker “selfie” 

frame.  ” 
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ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
Wilderness Matching Event 

 
10:30am—3:30pm 

May 21st, 2016 

 

571 Mountain Road 

Boiling Springs, PA 17007 

 

For More Info or to RSVP Please Contact: 

 Katie Juliana, Diakon Adoption and Foster Care 

(717) 795-1582  

or  

julianak@diakon.org 

 

NACAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

Join the North American Council on Adoptable 

Children (NACAC) at their 42nd annual con-

ference in Nashville from August 3 to 6. At 

this comprehensive conference up to 1,000 

foster/adoptive families and adoption profes-

sionals will come together to attend  

more than 90 workshops. 

 

For More Information Please Visit: 

http://www.nacac.org  
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